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bhup://autos.groups.vahoo.com/group/1937and1938Buicks! 
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-- Warning Notice -- 


It the mission and goal of 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club is to provide information, helpful hints, advice, directions and 
reference information for the repair, maintenance, authentic restoration and knowledge development in regards to 
1937 and 1938 Buick’s, Content is offered as informational only. 


‘The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not knowingly accept false or misleading content or advertising, Nor does The 
1937 and 1938 Buicks Club assume any responsibility for the consequences that may occur should any such material 
appear. 


‘The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not guarantee the quality of any information which is included in this or any 
other publication, Under no circumstances shall The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club be liable for any damages, losses, 
or injuries resulting from use reliance on the content of this or any other publication, Any reliance on this or any 
other publication content is at your own risk 
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‘mechanic or restoration shop to check your work or answer specific questions 
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or copied in any form or by any means-~electronic, graphic, digital or mechanical, including photocopying or 
information storage & retrieval systems-without the express prior written permission of The 1937 and 1938 Buicks 
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LET’S GO! 


BCA National in Indianapolis: 
See You There! 


Just a reminder to everyone about this year's Buick Club 
of America National Meet to be held at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway June 19-22, As I have said several times before, I 
am sure that were it not for BCA -- The Buick Club for all Buick 
owners his Club would not exist in its present form, and 
I believe we should all actively support BCA programs and events. 


Dave Lewis and I are planning to be re, and I know many 


other members are also, And you will get to sece--and buy! 
the fine merchandise offered advertisers. You'll also 
see a lot of terrif ck c you're wavering or waffling 

GO FOR IT! If the rest family can't face another 


car show -- LEAVE 'EM HOME! Hotel rooms in Indianapolis are 


— fll 


FOUNDED BY DAVE LEWIS 


BACK COVER: 
1938 LIMITED PICTURED AT THE GREENBRIER 


The Chesapeake § Ohio Railway Company's world-famous resort, 
The Greenbrier at White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, forms 
the backdrop for this 1938 advertisement. No car I know of can 
"Level out the hills" in that part of the world, especially with 
1938 roads, and, in those days, most people went there by train. 


MORE FOOLISHNESS 


As promised on page 1 of the last issue, the foolishness 
is back -- sooner than planned. Below is the response of our 
Madcap Art Director to my finger-waggling about sidemount cover 
dimensions. At first I thought: this is so bizarre, so far from 
anything that the brain of any rational, sober and serious car 
restorer might be expected to produce, that it must be suppressed. 
But the more I looked at it, the more convinced I became that 
those are reasons not for suppression, but for exhibition. 
(Besides, your wife will probably love i "The monkeys are 
adorable!") So, here is The Original Amphibious Sidemount. What 
next? Heaven only knows! 
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CAR WANTED: 1938 Special or Century coupe or sedan. Looking 
for a good roadable auto in tight mechanical shape with good solid 
body. Prefer car that does not need serious work and has only 
minor rust. Radio and heater desirable. Ideally, should be within 
500 miles of Philadelphia. I'm in the market for $3500-4500 and 
would like to close a deal by the end of May. Help a fellow member 
find his dream car! Joseph DiPietro (#550), 301 South Rolling 
Road, Springfield, PA 19064. 215/544-2242. 


NEW MEMBERS 


Michael McMillen (#578) 
4362 Briar Cliff Road 


Benjamin Berman (#579) 
13030 Farthingale Drive 
Herndon, VA 22071 
703/437 -6820 


NEW ADDRESS! 


Keith Moser (#516) 
9398 Macbutf Court. 
loseville, CA 9567! 
916/791-7171 


OLD MEMBERS REJOIN 


Gerald Aller (#438) 
206 South Lawn Drive 
North Baltimore, OH 45872 


419/297-3163 
‘37 OlF 


Jerry Miller (#362) 

144 Ken Rose Lane 

Cave Junction, OR 97523 
eal 

138 81 


WIRING HARNESSES 


MANUFACTURED WITH THE FINEST 
MATERIALS AVAILABLE. THE MOST 
AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION OF G.M: 
WIRE, CONSTRUCTION, AND BRAIDING. 
ALL WITH COMPLETE INSTALLATION 
LISTING. WE HAVE SPECIFICATIONS 
FOR MOST BUICKS. BUT WE CAN MAKE 
ANY HARNESS THRU 1954 WITH YOUR 
ORIGINAL SAMPLE. CUSTOM TURN 
SIGNALS, OPTIONS UPON REQUEST. 

ALSO WE HAVE WIRING SUPPLIES 
AND A BRAIDING SERVICE. 

CATALOG -INFORMATION= $2.00 
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WAYNE, PA. 19087 
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JOHN WOODRING ¢ LEXINGTON, KY 


* Also on our Front Cover * 
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DREAM 


The following is a slightly-shortened version of a very 
interesting and appealing saga -- I think that's the right word 
for it -- by Bob Cotant (#564) of Shreveport, Louisiana. You 
will see Bob's hair turn from red to gray, and hear of another 
awful entry in the Book of Tragedies, as he steadfastly pursues 
his dream to eventual triumph, aided by a little bit of luck 


along the way. You will also find out how not to store 
screwdrivers in the trunk of your car, or at least why valve 
caps are a good idea. Thanks and applause to Bob for a great 
story. 

Tt was May, 1950. The required number of credits had been earned that 


woutd graduate an aggressive, competitive, eaded youth. A job was avaitable 
in a saumitt which required a skiel catged brawn. 1 qualified and the 
hégh principal granted permission to excuse me from attending classes 
during that Last month. 


What does this have to do with '38 Budcks? Read on. The saumite 
superintendent took one Look at me and placed me on the planer chain. 1 coukdn't 
have been happier. This would alow me to save enough money by mid-June 
buy Wr. Catahan's 1939 Chevrolet Master Deluxe Tudor. Graduation came, and 
so did the '39, and the hot summer sun. 


by Robert Cotant * Shreveport, LA 


By mid-summer a new face appeared next to me on the chain. A youth my 
age, whose uncke had found a pristine 1947 Century sedanette for his 
just-graduated nephw. It was a Little old Lady car, ‘two-tone grey, 60,000 
mites, and abuays garaged. $600.00 bought the car for the nephew. During 
Lunch hour my Lumber-putling companion and 1 would slip into our cars and drag. 
My '39 had a high torque engine, dual pipes, and Rochester carb. The Century 
would go by me so (ast it was embarrassing. [Me also beat every '50 Olds SF 


In the spring of 1961 T visited a wrecking yard in Hood Réver, Oregon 
Gon the purpose of buyéng a near bumper gor my '55 Chevrolet. Upon arrival 
T noted a 1938 Century coupe parked by the cutup shop. It had Cakigornia plates, 
needed paint, and minor interior work. No body damage. No rust. It sounded 
great, but it idted rough, from vo weak cytinders. 1 found the yard owner 
and inquited about the Buick. He told me a "wino <ruit packer" sold him the 
can for $7.50. He sadd he woutd sell it to me gor $20.00. 1 forgot about 
the bumper and paid him my onty $20.00 bile. He gave me a rececpt and said 
T could take the car next weekend as the transient Labourer was to bring him 
the eitte Monday. 'neturned on ‘O00 consecutive Saturdays and Left without 
the beauti<ul jump seat coupe. On the third Saturday 1 turned into the 
and my heart sank. The proud tady was not sitting by the shop - it was nowhere 
dn séght. 1 found the owner and he explained that he had been sick the previous 
Monday. His yard chew, without someone present to Line out their work, decided 
they woutd stay busy by cutting up the Budck gor scrap. The honest yard owner 
negunded my $20.00. He saw the obvious disappointment in my eyes. 1 geet 
he was Sincerely sorry that such a gine automobile had been So totally wasted. 


On my Lonesome, 20-mite drive home, Located in the heart of the towering 
Cascades, 1 vowed to one day own a 1938 Buick Century. A& the years passed, 
though I did not actively pursue the purchase of my dream car, my eyes were 
always focused to that end. 


In spring of 1973 a 1958 modet 41 was found in Georgia. Black, and welt 
cared for during its Lige in a ome-ciner family, it drew crowds when we used 
it, AS nice as the Low méfeage, black beauty Looked, it didn't Live up to 
the driving expectations 1 had been nurturing alt those years. The acceleration 
wasn't the same. So Blackie went to a new owner in 1975. 1976 found us moving 
to Shreveport. In 1977 we bought another '38 Special. This time a beautiful, 
show ready 33,000-mike business coupe of shaw quatity. Alas it too fell short 
on the driving end, and was traded for a 1935 Ford roadster. 


On a business trip to Seattée-Tacoma in 1984 an appointment was made to 
Look at a '50 Olds convertible. As 1 rode with the Olds owner to the garage 
where it was stored we tafked cars and he began naming those which he aumed. 
1 was rather abstract in attentiveness when I half heard, "and a '38 Buick 
Century." My heart jumped. A message {lashed across the inner eye: COOL 
TT - BE CALM. "Uh, ‘int. bind of shape 4a 2t in.” A Literary peart. He 
captained the model "61 Lived in Publnan, Washington alt its Life.” It. bebonged 
to a professor at WSU, who bought it new. (What $0 Olds?) He continued to 
describe the Century. ' Unfortunately the car was in Seattle and we were in 
Tacoma and suggicient time was not available to see it. 1 Left with a vision. 


Three months tater (the owner said he woukd hold the car untib arrangements 
could be made to see it) a friend and gelfow car nut was able to coordinate 
with the owner and see the trunk-back sedan. When he called to describe the 
can, his excitement was duly noted. It was indeed a 27,000-mite, never-any 
rust- car that stile had ale original cosmetics inckuding the woodgraining on 


the dash and window shames. 


A deposit was sent. In c ober of 1984, Some eéght months after the initial 
encounter, 1 was again standing in the baggage area of Sea-Tac Airport. My 
friend and I picked up the Century, and we worked on my beack prize five days. 
We rebuckt on replaced alt the support mechanism one could expect could ail 
on the anticépated 3,000-méle journey to a PERMANENT HOME. The work Lise, 
made up weeks begore, included items such a& generator, water pump, uel pump, 
Starter, wiper motor, whee bearings and seals, battery, blades and that was 
that. Oh yes, a tune-up, plugs, points, and condenser. 


19 October, 1984, 5:00 A.M. wads Caunch. The Long beack hood was pointed 
south on 1-5. It was pétch black, and as usual along Puget Sound, Rain, Rain, 
Rain. The férst pét Stop, Vancouver, was to take on 11.7 gaé£ons of petrol 
and one quart of oil. This scenario repeated itsels eight times between Kent 
and Las Vegas, the home of my retired parents. 


The first 1,200 mikes took 21 hours to negotiate, an average speed of 
57 M.P.H. The girst énconvenience occurred just out of Bakersgiekd, A élat 
tite. Id consumed eéght hours of valuable time, 1 thought surely a passer-by 
weke take pity on a gray-hasred mut scranded on the srceuny, and a native of 
the state to boot, but atas ét was not to be, It was @ one-dn-a-mittion 
happenstance that caused the degay. 1 placed my tools, wrapped in a towel, 
in the center of the spare tire wheel which was tying in the trunk. A 
Serewdriver (phitips type) Lodged against the open-ended vaéve core and destated 
it, Finally a state trooper stopped to fénd out what was wrong. He coued 
onky eae a tow truck out of Bakersgiefd. When it arrived, 35 tbs. of ait 
put dn the spare by me cost $70.00. Within 10 ménutes that Long black hood 
Was once against splitting the wind 


After a nice two-day visit with Mom and Dad we were once again on our 
way. At 2200 A.M. on 25 October my Lady and 1 putled into her new permanent 
home driveway. Four days dréving: 2,850 méles; 206.9 gatfond of gas; 10 quanta 
0 o4€; and $237.79 spent on gad and od. Also a new mugger and exhaust pipe 
were énstateed in Vegas. 


A point worth noting regarding the vit consumption. Nine of the ten quarts 
0f ode used on the trép were burned in the first 1,700 mikes of the trip. At 
that point the taikpipe turned white and the remaining quart was added close 
to home, A very hégh detergent cif was put én the engine prior to Leaving. 
Also a Fram toilet paper roll filter was instatéed at that time. The roll 
was changed twice enroute with Little if any Loss of oil. I feet the detergent 
oit greed the rings. The increase in pawer was notable. 


THE LADY wikl Soon receive her first new outgit. A new black coat; <resh 
tines; naw bright work front and rear; and the material on the seating area 
of the front and back seat will be replaced. The driver's seat anea is Starting 
to tear grom ofd age. 


1 hope my fellow 1938 Buick connoisseurs can relate to this experience 
aS a Sharing one. 


Event very! Thanks bob 
BUICK 


EVOLUTION 


THE EVOLUTION OF A BUICK RESTORER 


After three years as a “closet restorer," going around shyly 
asking questions that I'm sure gave Dave Lewis several chuckles, 
I have decided to come forth and relieve the embarrassments fron 
Bill Olson's innuendoes that there are, perhaps, too many takers 
in the Club and too few contributors. (Editor's Note: Did I 
say that?) 


My contribution here will not be in the technical aspects 
of 1937 Buick restoration, but rather as an expert at expending 
dollars, which has silently (in retrospect) become rather alarming, 
but pleasurable. 


Some unknown motive caused me to start examining the 
Antique-Classic Car section of the San Francisco Examiner. The 
year 1937 stopped by scan - that was the model year of my first 
car! The fact that the car for sale was a Buick Century Model 
61 was of little importance, in view of the fact that I did not 
Temember even what one looked like. Later, in my restoration 
experience this became, as you can imagine, quite a problem. Adding 
to this, the fact that I didn't know anyone who had even a slight 


knowledge of 1937 Buicks. 


by Charles VanKoten + Atherton, CA 


"The Buick in a Sox," as my wife labeled it, came to my 
workshop in Atherton, CA from San Francisco. I soon discovered 
that I needed a special shop for such a distinguished auto. A 
30'x30" building was completed. Next, I needed an air compressor 
and a sand blaster. Hydraulic jacks, engine stand, chain hoists, 
tool sets, vises, body tools, were soon added to my Mastercard 
bill, I forgot to mention the parts washer, glass bead machine, 
spray guns, paint inventories, water separators and many other 
items my wife does not even know about. 


And, to show how dumb I was, when this jewel was finished, 
I took it to the Palo Alto Concours! As my wife and I proudly 
drove to our spot on the grass next to a 1 Ford we counted 
four. people on their knees brushing grass off the Ford's tire 
treads with toothbrushes, and suspected we were in trouble. Now 
this 1937 Ford would have caused Henry to rise from his grave 
in pride. Needless to say, we didn't win “Best of Show." I think 
a $750,000 Bugatti won. 


However, the fire was lit, and I was determined to press 


on. I do remember awakening in Portland, Oregon and thinking, 
as I looked upon two trucks loaded with the pieces of a 1937 g0¢ 
Phaeton: "What have I done?" That was a year ago and I now have 
another 30'x40' shop with paint booth, tig welder, and woodworking 


equipment required by this model. 


For fear of losing Club members, I will close by saying there 
also a 1937 Buick Century Opera Coupe waiting to enter the 
restoration shops on its road to "BEST OF SHOW." 


In a previous issue, we presented "Using a Vacuum Gauge.” 1 
cabling this short piece by Charles VanKoten (#388) "Using a Mastercard” but 
thought that a bit §Lippant. used the title Chuck gave it. Many of 
us have found that gettin car (or maybe two, ok three) was onty 
@ beginning: it led to tools, tools, and then a place to house thi 
tools -- not to mention the c cier the tools, the more room 
they need. This Leads to architecture! And because of al you've spent -- 
on expect to spend -- on the toots you'd better do the architecture 
yoursees. And by the time you finish that, even if you don't feel Like a stamp 
collection would have been a much better idea, it has occurred to you mone 
than once that gor the same money you could probably have outbéd everyone at 
a Kruse auction years ago on a No. 1 car and been driving it around and showing 
off ale this téme. But of course, that wouldn't have been anywhere near the 
fun! Or woutd itt 


Other readers ane invited to submit photos -- and plans -- of their 
architectural efforts. This would make an interesting, and different, feature. 


How about it, shop and garage bucders? 


VINTAGE AUSTRALIA 


1938 Holden ~ John Beagle 


Continuing our on Judging" feature from last issue, 
here are reproductions of three forms, courtesy again of John 
Steed. The first is the BCA Informal (200 point) form, which 
we understand will be used at this year's BCA National. To those 
of you planning to show your cars at Indianapolis, this is what 
you will be scored by. It is interesting to compare this to the 
BCA Formal (400 point) form, which we have also included, as well 
the form used by the Central Indiana Chapter at its show last 


year. It is probably unnecessary to dwell on the differences, 
as you can read and evaluate them for yourselves. John says he 
is ‘not convinced that any form is worth much for guiding a 
restoration, and I agree. It is worth pointing out, though, that 
the 200-point form does not attempt to distinguish authenticity 
and condition or workmanship, as does the 400-point form. 
Obviously, however, the judges are bound to consider authenticity. 
So how would you rate a beautifully-done lemon yellow paint job 


on a '37 Roadmaster sedan? On a Century convertible? You'll 
note that on the 400-point form, the condition of paint is much 
more important than authenticity. One can observe the "condition" 


of body work, but how to evaluate its “authenticity”? Points 
off if you suspect Bondo? Your Editor cannot answer such questions; 
u11 I can do is suggest that you study the forms and "judge" for 


yourselves. 


I think it would be most interesting and helpful to the 


membership if those of you with experience good and not so 
good at shows in the past would share some of that experience. 
Tell us what mistakes to avoid -- what you lost points for. Names 
may be withheld to avoid embarrassment, if you wish. While 
many things may be relatively obvious, or at least should be, 
many others may not be so obvious. For example, I have been 
told that people were "docked" at a major show for stainless 
Steel exhaust systems: not “authentic,” I guess. However, 
the judges accepted exhaust systems painted with the 
high-temperature stainless steel paint. Does this make sense? 


Will all judges follow it? I don't know. 
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ALL-BUICK SHOW AND SWAP 


JUDGING FORM 


AE, Registration No. 


YEAR, Model No. 


SCORING 


1, Interior (Upholstery, Flooring, Trim, Dash, etc.)-——--— 


2. Glass-—-—-—--—-——— 


3. Paint-——————. 


4. Body and Top (Condition of) —-—--—————-—- 


5. Undercarriage-—- 


6, Chrome-Plating or Brass: 


7. Wheels and Tires 
8. Engine Compartment=————————————-———-———————————--_--__- 


9. Authenticity of Restoration: 


M 


Class. 


color. 
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TECHNICAL TIPS 


A Tech-Tip Medley 


We received a Letter containing several interesting tips and observations 
from Norman Feel (#271) of Merritt Ta£and, Florida. A SLightly-edited version 
of Norman's comments appears bea. He concluded the Letter by saying: "This 
Long-winded Letter is the result of being in Hawait for a month with nothing 
to do, white wasting gor my daughter to have a baby.” Norman did not say 
whether he was earty on the baby was late, and I guess it doesn't matter. 
T do think, however, that I could keep occupied for a month in Hawaii and 
not even think about cars on this publication, provided the money did not 
nun out, I gather that Norman's been there besore, and s0 may be a bit mone 
blase' about it. 


Overheatin 
In Vol. IIT, Issue 7, Page fF yor hada question regarding a '3% Bulck 


Roadmaster where the back of motor was hot and radiator cool. The Buicks 
have a bypass vatve in the thermostat housing. Check Vol. 1, Issue 8, Page 
17. 1 thank Buick is the onky car with this system, This valve is to negieve 
the pressure on the pump when the thermostat is closed. It Lets the water 
circulate back through the block. If this valve is stuck open -- on many 
peop£e took them out completely thinking they were only more garbage to cause 
trouble -- then the water mostly recirculates bach through the block and 
not through the radiator, making the block hotter and radiator cool. This 
fe juined a Lot of good Buicks and there ane a Lot mone having trouble because 
of this. 


Combination Fuet Pum 
Anotheh thing that sent'a Lot of them £7 The junkyard oh motor overhaues 


that they didn't need is the duaf action {uel pump. When the vacuum side 
diaphragm went bad, it sucked the off out of the crankcase into the motor. 
My $irst experience with this was in W.W.11. 1 bought a magnificent '37 
Century 2-dt. fastback -- black with new W.W. 700 x 15 tires and oney 28,000 
mites, fon $425. They were a 2-car family; this was the wife's car and 
spotless. They told me it burned a Little od€. It always ran fine for me 
but once in a white the wipers didn't work weet. 1 could drive 500 mites 
and not burn a drop of of and then in 25 miles it would be empty. Vow 
inconsistent. 


Finally one rainy day the wipers didn't work. 1 tried to fix them and 
got nowhere. Then 1 took it to the Pontiac deaker in Hilton, NY, a Small 
town neat me. The owner, an old-timer, Laughed and said it was the «uel 
pump. 1 knew him pretty welt and I thought he was pueZing my Leg. I'd always 
had Fords, 40 haw, I thought, could a fuel pump fix the windshield wipers. 

He puted the {uel pump and there was a SLit in the diaphragm on the vacuum 
Side. He got a fuel pump kit from a Pontiac that Looked about the same and 
made it fit. Wéper and oi problems were solved! It cost me under $2.00. » 
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T spoke to the tady a: She said the Buick deater in Rochester, 
Av old hen the motox needed overhauting, so she sodd the can. Through 2he 
years many peopte told me they had thecr Buchs overhauted and Zi 

§ix the vacuum séde of uel pump to Stop ode burning. 


Water Pump Lubricants 

Agter the war |'46-'56) @ gas Station an the country near Rochester, 
- T had a bunch of ofd Ford, GUC and Chevy trucks. I ony used them in 
the fall hauting tomatoes and apples. Then we would drain the radiators 
and let them sct £122 the mext year. Ever gal we got them out in a hur 
and 4itted them with water. In a few days the radiators were rusty and the 
water pumps started to teak. One year a young getlow who worked for me 
Suggested we get the trucks out and started up begore the Last minute. So 
he went até out and even put in rust inhibutor wath water pump Lubricant. 

Not one Eeaky water pump. 


Agter that we déd it every year and didn't have any water pump problems. 


About 6 years ago, 1 bought a 40 Buick Speciat motor that hadn't run 
in years and 1 started it up and the water ran out of the water pump in a 
Stheam. Indtadled rust inhibitor wéth water pump Lubricant and presto after 
running 30 minutes it stopped Leaking. 


This fall at Cartiste and Hershey 1 bought a 38 Ford that hadn't Aun 
much in 5 years 40 when I Started it up the water pump Leaked 40 installed 
Must. dnhibdton with water punp lubricant and agter 2-3 days of running now 
and then the pump Stopped Leaking. 


Parts that Witt Work in a Pinch 
You can use '37 and tater Chevy fuel pump on "37-'40 Buick Special, but 
Ansta£e it with sediment bot on top. The sued pump flange wile be upside 
down to the flange on the motor. Sut this way it pumps in the right direction. 
1f you put it the way that it Looks it should go, it will pump but the wrong 
way, Just make a@ gasket that covers the hole. Works fine, especially in 
emergency. 


'40-"48 Chevy generators and voltage regulators witt fit '38 Buicks. 
However, the oi hekes in the generator will be on the bottom. Add odt and 
turn the axmature a few times begore instatling. For non-show and emergency 
use this. Wonks gine. Some Fond V-8 2 barrel carbs wilt git Speciae Buicks 
but have to run réch 40 you don't burn vatves from too Lean a mixture, 


Thanks, Norman. 1 would add a couple of comments of my oun. First, 
atnost att ethytene glyeot coolants have a ust inhibitor and water pump 
tubricant in them, 40 adding something probably shouldn't be necessary, 
aéthough 1 daresay it wouldn't hurt. For those of you in warm climates who 
ney on plain water, however, the additive is highty desirable. Second, 
the fuel pump story brought back memories of my college days. My roommate 
had a 1950 Olds with one of those combination pumps. It suddenty started 
to burn great quantities of ost and blow clouds of smoke. 1 mean clouds: 
whole buitdings would disappear in the fog when we started it up. We were 
stumped, 200, until some cfd dugger in a gas station said "'AC'S yor fuel 
pump." And 40 dt was. To protect the Connecticut State Police {rom 

embarrassment, even though it's now 30 years ago, I with not add anything 
about how we outran them in the Ofds at an indicated 110 mph on the Merritt 
Parkway. Thank God we onfy tried it once! 
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RUNNINGBOARD MOLDINGS: 
THERE 1S A DIFFERENCE. 


An interesting photo by Paut Cutp (#508) shows the difference between 
1937 [on the réght) and 1938 Aunnéngboard moddings. Some nice reproductions 
(én aQuminum) of these can be obtained from CLub member Jim Campbece (#134) 
of Perry, Michigan. The neat clips by which the moZdings are heed are shown 


4n the Lower photo. 
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Dave Lewis 


Restoration 


3825 South Second St. 
Springfield, IL 62703 
217¢ 5295290 


1937 ELECTRIC CLOCK INSTRUCTIONS 


The original (stightly discolored but othemise intact) has been enfarged 
about 208 for clarity. Courtesy of Dave Lewis (#237), Springhietd, IL. 


e e 
THIS 15 A 


This clock is of che impulse 
type and winds every Sys to 4 


oe eee Genuine 
peg Soe 
BUICK 
ELECTRIC CLOCK 


BUICK MOTOR CO. 
li, Michigan 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR 


OPERATING Guarantee 


HIS. clock 


Uf the clock runs fase, move the 
iowaed SH 


(ae minute per day, 


To the hae. Sis woe 
tg avicx MotoR co. 


ANT i READ 
Wren insalling dod CAREFULLY 


‘except red wire. 
Second: Touch red wire firmly 
so clawe suomi! ef merenest INSTALLATION 
sriech, to make the initial INSTRUCTIONS 
CAUTION 
Te is very i ‘chet this ini for 
tial wind be made. After the 
Fed wire has frst been touched (© 
the terminal, as above, strike it im- 1937 
mediately again. to the cence ter 
If there ig allow the elec we BUICK 


i 
: 
f 
fi 


i 

if 

| 
is 
reke 


ALL SERIES 


ee ee, eee ELECTRIC 


followed conwciy te fe seie GOCE 
‘lock may be Blown 


t 
‘ 
Uf 
it 


1937- BUICK 
ELECTRIC C’ JdgeiM§§ TALLATION 


‘To esTRIMENT — coc OrERATING WE CAD) 


/E WOX DOOR IN PLACE OF MEDALLION, USING THE SAME NUTS 


CARE NT CHAFING ON SHARP EDGE OF DOOR OPENING. 
TACH GLOCK UBHHING WIRE THLACA) TO LEFE MAND TERMTRAL ON THSTRUMONT 


4. CONNECT CLOCK OPERATING WIRE (RED) TO CENTER TERMINAL INSTRUMENT LIGHT 


5 LOOSEN RIGHT HAND INSTRUMENT LIGHT SWITCH MOUNTING SCREW AND INSERT 
SPADE TERMINAL ON CLOCK GROUND WIRE (WHITE) BETWEEN SWITCH AND INSTRU: ” 
FLANGE THEN TISHTEN SCREW 
WE TROTERLY. CONNECTED. THE CLOCK WiLL 9E. ILLUMINATED WHEN THE INSTRUMENT 
PANEL TAMFS ARE TURNED, OW. THE CLOCK is SeuF STARTING, WINDING TAPPRONIMATELY 
EVERY 3; MINUTES AND eho Sage AMOUNT OF CURRENT. 


THE GLOVE COMP, LSHT = BACK OF THE CLOOK WORKS AUTOMATICALLY, 
TURNING ON TaN mgt Is Grito No Ser WHEN IT Is CLOSED. 
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bi Oil Pump Repair oe 


Article and Photos by Paul Cufp (#505) 


This project is generatly done in connection with other engine repair 
work. However, when o£ pressure is Lov, sometimes the pump is the cukprit, 
and heavy repairs can be avoided. Obviously, a rebuctt pump won't help worn 
bearings, but in Some cases restoring the pump is all that is necessary, 
(Editor's Note: See Vol. IV, Issue 1, page 14.) 


After the oi£ pan is removed -- you must girst remove the sront stabiLizer 


po: ‘ 
tee chamber, which had attowed the ‘aes to $i with oi. The float is 
designed to take ai into the pump {rom the top Level of the oit in the pan, 
40 that sfudge and contamination sink to the bottom and are not recircutated 
through the pump. If the Sloat does not work property and sinks to the bottom, 
excessive wear on the pump and other engine components may result. I enlarged 
the amatt hole 40 the otd ccf could chain out, then cheaned and died the 
float and screen thoroughly, and welded the hole cLosed. 


After the pump was cleaned, 1 measured the gear end clearance (i.e. the 
Length of the gears versus the depth of the chamber in the pump body casting). 
The speccgication (see, e.g., 1938 Shop Manuat Section 6-27) calls gor .0005 
to .004, Mine was .007, on about .003 over the maximum. 1 betieve this was 
permitting oif to bypass the gears, rather than being displaced by them. I 
removed Some metat grom the mating surgace of the pump body using a surgace 
grinder, c£oding the cearance fo .001. Any machine shop can do this work 
for about $15.00. (Editor's Note: Be sure the mating surfaces of the body 
and cover are machined absolutely lat, s0 they come together with no gaps. 
The cover may need to be machined also; if that is done, be sure what you 
take off both surfaces is sufficient to achieve the correct tolerance. 14 


the body and cover do not mate perfectly, the pump witt Leak, and ale your 
work wikt be for naught! } 


Next 1 measured the piston and cybinder of the xeLies vatve. The vatve 
area was gummed up and the piston had become gabled, which prevented it grom 
moving in the cylinder. 1 this piston becomes grozen it may not permit maximum 
Oi pressure to the bearings. when there is too much pressure, the vatve 
opens. Tf it is Stuck closed, you may get too much pressure, especiatly at 
tow speeds. In my case, it was stuck open, constantly relieving pressuret 
not enough pressure at high speed. 


Cleaning up the piston did not work, since it came out .006 under size. 
The cybinder bore, however, was worn by ony .0005, 1 made a new péston grom 
took steet and finished it to .562. It works very well. (Editor's Note: A 
machine shop that does custom work could make this or you. Or you can have 
the whole pump rebuilt by one of the speciatty girs. See, for example, ads 
of Terriee Machine, Inc. and Eage Machine Company in Hemmings ok Cars § Parts.) 


Begone replacing the ‘pump, 1 recommend filing it with oi. This will 
get you to proper pressure much mone quickly. 
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BOTTON END OF 60 SERIES ENGINE 


04k pump attachment gLange and oi€ passage at top center. 


OTL PUMP AS REMOVED FROM ENGINE 


This shows ye shagt is keyed into the bottom of the distribut 
drive off 
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CTL PUMP DISASSEMBLED INTO 
MAJOR COMPONENTS 


You can See where the cover casting (on the right) should be machined to insure 
pergect mating with the body. 


PUMP BODY SHOWING GEARS IN PLACE 


SALLE 
—_ 


RELIEF VALVE REMOVED FROM BODY 


This shows new piston made from Zool Steet. 


Thanks to Paul Cul 
especially for the great 


mative little story, and 
photos. is exactly the sort of 
thing I am always hoping for, usually with disappointment. 1 
real this kind of photography is beyond the power of many 
of you, but it is not as hard as it looks. Uniform shadowless 
lighting and a plain light-colored background are needed. Although 
I think the pump photos were done with a 4 x 5 Speed Graphic 
-- the kind the "news photogs" used to have years ago -- any 
decent 35 mm. camera can produce comparable results with Plus-X 
(ASA 125) or even Tri-X or Ilford 400 (ASA 400) black-and-white 
film. 


Oil pumps have changed very little over the past $0 years. 
Recently I had a remanufactured engine put in my 1979 LeSabre, 
and the oil pump in the new engine failed after only 3,000 miles. 
(The thing seized up solid, believe it or not, and the drive 
shaft split straight down the middle like you'd split a piece 
of kindling.) This genuine GM Mr. Goodwrench pump was replaced 
with a Belling pump. When the pump was taken out, I looked at 
it, and, except for the float, it looked just like the '37-'38 
Buick pump. I had never heard of an oil pump failing in this 
way -- after all, they sit in a lake of lubrication-- but the 
engine rebuilders later admitted they'd been having trouble with 
GM pumps. They really don't make ‘em like they used to! 
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EQUIPMENT 
Prices on reverne nide include the following 
‘equipment: 


1938 Buick Delivered Price List SPECIAL 


for Pittsburgh and Allegheny Counts Bumpers and Bumper guards 
Spare tire and tube ~ Dual windshield wipers 

Moor. BPEGAL een seme Beet oun stance ~ Dodi tal temps 

“4a Business Coupe ‘Sore “si023 ual signal horns — Dias fender lamps 

“44 Zdocr Sport Sedan noiz “059 Safety glass throughout - Eleétric dash clock 

%47 Boor Sport Sedan tess 100 Debne heater = Chrome wheel rings 

‘31 S-door Touring Sean M2 ist Chfome Hcense plate frames 

48. 2:door Touring Sedan tor i140 Daarerciy oa 

465 Sport Coupe, Opera seats. 1086 138 

6c inv. Coupe, Rumble sest nas 1237 *NOTR.- Madels 06,44 and 47 are not equipped 

40C 5-pass Convertible Phaeton b- iow cening hee 4 


‘nck, Chrome wheel rings, DeLuxe heater, 
‘or Chrome license plate frames. 


a CENTURY 

or ‘Same as SPECIAL, plus ~ Dual windshield 

<* “Getrosters 

‘66c Conv. Coupe, Rumble seat 1426 ROADMASTER 

{60C_S-pass. Convertible Phaeton 1780 Same 0 SPECIAL, plus Dual windshield 

————— “defrodters. Centerline d 
ROADMASTER ‘compartment chock 

81 4.door Touring Sedan sisa7 LIMITED 

487 4-door Sport Sedan ssa? 

BLP 4-dour Formal Sedan 1945 Same as SPECIAL, plu 


ss. Canveruible Phaeton ‘etrnsters, Cen 

‘80C_S-pass Convertible Phi 2185 trates Co 
LIMITED i 

91 Gpask ¢loor Touring Sedan $231 

90 Bpass 4-door Touring Sedan 2493-2555 

90L_ Spare Limousin 2596 2658 one 


‘White sidewall tires standard equipment vn ath 
Convertible models at'no exten cit 


Selt-shifting Trapemission, optional equipment on 
‘SPECIAL. only Bons 


ind ply white sidewall 


‘Stx-yeal Rgulpment same as above, ulus 
Extra wheel tire and tube, and 2 metal ire 


1938 EQUIPMENT & PRICES 


Reproduced above is "handout" card showing the delivered prices of 1938 
models in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as well as standard equipment. Of particular 
interest is the statement that the 40-series business coupe and "sport" sedans had 
the "regular" hard rubber steering wheel as standard and did not have several 
convenience or dress-up items that were standard on. Special touring sedans and 
convertibles. There is some apparent inconsistency between this card and other 1938 
accessories and options lists. For example: the rear compartment clock is shown 
in other lists as a "special accessory" for 80-series cars; the wheel rings, license plate 
frames and dash clock as an “extra group" for 40-series; and radios as "special 
accessories" for all series. However, a "special accessory" is not necessarily an "option" 
in the strict sense of the word. (See Volume Ill, Issue 7, pages 6-7.) The delivered 
prices are approximately $90-$150 above the "factory" prices. [Card courtesy of 
deff Morris (#108), Columbus, Ohio.} 


@ PARTS FORSALE @&) 


PRICE 


89 N.0.5. DIFFERENTIAL SIDE CARRIER BEARINGS °37+°38; SERIES 40,40 $35.00 EA. 
90 N.0.S, REAR AXLE BEARINGS “37-'39; SERIES 40,40 $35.00 EA. 
91 N.0.S, REAR AXLE PINION SHAFT BEARING (FRONT) “376/38; SERIES 40,60 $30.00 EA, 
92 N.0.S, REAR AXLE PINION SHAFT BEARING (REAR) °37+/38; SERIES 40,40 $30.00 
94 USED STEERING WHEEL FOR ‘37 GOOD CORE 45,00 
94 N.0.S, MASTER CYLINDER FOR ‘374738 SERIES 40 $50.00 
95 REBUILT MASTER CYLINDER FOR °37+738 SERIES 40 $25.00 
98 N.O.S. OIL FILLER CAP FOR “32-'37 ALL SERIES $10.00 
97 N.O.S. GAS CAP FOR “37 ALL SERIES 0.00 
98 N.O.S, TOROUE BALL RETAINER INNER °38-'46 SMALL SERIES 5.00 
99 N.O.S, TORQUE BALL SEAL FOR ‘38~'46 SMALL SERIES 45.00 
100 N.0.8, OIL PUMP SHAFT W/ GEAR, IDLER GEAR, VALVE; “26-"39; SER. 40,80,90 $40.00 
101 USED REAR DOOR GARNISH MOLDINGS FOR “374/38; COW. SEDAN 975,00 PAIR 
102 USED DOME LIGHT COVER FOR “37+"38 SEDAN $5.00 
403 ASSIST STRAPS FOR "37+"3@ USED $10.00 PAIR 
108 RUNNING BOARD BRACKETS (2 PIECES USED) 920.00 
105 THERMOSTAT HOUSING WITH VALVE FOR °37+°38; SMALL SERIES $20.00 
106 REPRO DOOR LOCK BUTTONS FOR CONJ. MADE OF BRASS NEED TO BE PLATED 410,00 
107 1937 BUICK FULL COLOR FOLDER 475,00 
A word to the wise: The above BEARINGS are rare and are in 
very short supply. 
ALL PARTS ARE PLUS 10% SHIPPING 
Dick Der Marderosian 
125 Strasser Av, 
Westwood, MA 02090 
617-325-4308 After 7:00 E.S.T. 
PARTS for SALE 37/38 small series spark 
plug cover $35 
38/60 left & right fenders $50 each 37/38 left side sidemount 
38/60 Hood $100 tire cover(no logo) $35 
38/60 Trunk lid $25 37/400r60 complete stain- 
38/60 brackets for trunk less steel moulding 
shelf & misc.parts $30 (missing cow! sections) $75 
38/60 trunk 5-wheel rubber Write needs with S,A.S.E. 
atvelf.chat $25 Add shipping to all prices . 
38/60 rear bumper PAUL B.CULP, Jr. (#508) 
needs replating $25 RR#2, Box 411, Perkasie, Pa.18944 
37/60 tront bumper res. 215/249-3166 bus. 249-9163, 
pitted but straight $25 
37/60 firewall throttle 
linkage $25 
37 Headlight bucket rt. side $20 
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CLOSE OUT ON 1938 RADIO MANUALS 
Exeellent reproduction-$6 each. 


PAUL CUSANO (#052) 
206 Passate Avenue 


Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604 
201/288-1519 evenings. 


PARTS FOR SALE: 


37/38 HeadLight Lena, $40 pr. 

37/40 wheets,#5 ea. 

37 AA2-Canb, ‘$100, 60/80Sen. 

31/38 New Vac. Adv. $18 ea. 

37/38 Tnsdde Mirror, $10 ea. 

37/38 Gauges (No Temp] $10 ea. 

58 Speedometer, Nice $35 

38 Internal Guts,Headtights $75 

37 Trunk Lens, Red/white $15 pr. 

38 Radio Complete, Non Work, $75 

38 Steering wheel Cone $50 

37 Hoan Ring 6 Center, $50 

38 Center Grite Stainkess, Nice $50 
38 Special, Fuet Tank, Nice $75 
37/81 Fuel’ Tank, Nice, But Dents $50 
37/80 Complete Enaine, Rebuitdable. 


37/38 Lange Ser. Spark Plug Cover $85 
37/81 Complete Cowt $100, No Ship. 
37/81 Roos, $100, No Ship. 

5-37/81 Doons for Pants. 

37/81 Doon Posts, Nice, $25 ea. 


Above is just a sample of the parts 
avaitable, Send $.A.S.E. with your 
needs for prompt reply. 


Dave Lewis Restoration 
3825 S. Second Street 
Springgietd, ILL. 62703 
217-529-5290 


oe PARTSWAVTED 


PARTS WANTED: 37/38 Buicks; 


38/41 Rust Free Body. Wiel buy Bare 
Body on Complete car. Top Price Paid. 
N.O.S Gills 37 on 36 Wanted. 

.S. Inside on Outside Door Handtes. 
Mint Trunk Héndges 37/80 series 
N.O.S. Body on Tadm Parts 37/38 

N.O.S. Runningboard Antenna Wines. 
N.0.S, Speedometers/Temp Gauges 37/38 
NO.S. on Mént Wépen Trans 37/38 


1 wikk buy any quanity of N.0.$ or 
Hin€ Parte for iy seties 37/38 Buick. 
Mechanicat/Body on Trim. Top Prices paid. 
Send your List, with prices for prompt 
reply and a check. 

PAVE LEWIS RESTORATION, 3825 S. Second, 
Springgield, Tk. 62703 


WANTED: 


For 1937, Model 411 A wheel for 
6:50x16 tire, 1.e., 5*x16" in 
restorable condition and bands 
covers for starter motor and 
generators 


DON HOLL (529) 

1206 Salisbury Place 
Madison, Wis, 53711 
608/271-2624 


agit i Sete 


[Rh oe mt rin a af 
the Buick LIMITED'S price class, and 
Iuxuriondly fine interior appointments are of 
course to be expected. 
What the LIMITED brings new to this fei 


i a peerless brilliance of performance—a light 


ness of handling that’ entices you to take over 
the wheel, nimbleness that's demonstrated at 


every getaway from a traffic light, It can, for 


example, step from ten miles per hour to 


sixty in a fraction over eighteen seconds, Tt 


levels out hill cease anil is refi 


ingly frugal for a car of its inches, 

Buick's roominess is something appraised at 
a glance. Its richness of finish is equally self 
evident. But for the real measure of its distine 
tion, we suggest you take this car out on the 
road, After such a test we'd like to ask you 
that equale the LIMITED 
1d dollars of ite price? 


‘gots pa Buichl” 


A GENERAL Motors VatuE 


